SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING
SMITHFIELD TOWN HALL
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TUESDAY
October 1, 2019

SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING
SMITHFIELD TOWN HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
64 FARNUM PIKE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019
5:45 P.M.

.

6:30 – 7:00 p.m. Citizens Collation
(Coffee and Refreshments)
CLOSED SESSION
Motion to convene into Closed Session to:
A. Consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws and
Section 42-46-5(a)(1); Personnel: A.) Town Manager Annual Review and B.) to
interview Barbara Rich for possible reappointment to a town board or commission.
AGENDA
I.

Regular meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.

Prayer

III.

Salute to the Flag

IV.

Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification

V.

Presentations: None.

VI.

Minutes:
A. Move that the minutes of the September 17, 2019 Town Council work session
meeting be approved as recorded.
B. Move that the minutes of the September 17, 2019 Town Council closed
session meeting be approved as recorded and sealed.
C. Move that the minutes of the September 17, 2019 Town Council open session
meeting be approved as recorded.
D. Move that the minutes of the September 18, 2019 Town Council closed
session meeting be approved as recorded and sealed.

VII.

Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and
reappointments:
A. Land Trust appointment with a term expiring in September of 2020.
B. Economic Development Commission appointment with a term expiring in
March of 2020.

VIII.

Public Hearings:
A. Schedule a public hearing on November 5, 2019 to consider amendments to
Article 12 of the Zoning Ordinance entitled “Comprehensive Permit for Low
and Moderate Income Housing”, Section 4 “Administrative Procedures”.

IX.

Licenses:
A. Consider approving a new Massage Therapy License for Merideth
Abrahamson to conduct Therapeutic Massage at “Body Grateful Day Spa”,
10A Cedar Swamp Road, as applied, subject to compliance with all State
regulations and local ordinances.

X.

Old Business:
A. Consider, discuss, and act upon rescinding the request for proposals for
Construction Manager At-Risk for the Elementary Schools Reconfiguration
Project.

XI.

New Business:
A. Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a resolution establishing a
restricted special events fund.
B. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving tax abatements in the amount of
$3,185.04.

XII.

Public Comment

XIII.

Announce any closed session votes required to be disclosed pursuant to Rhode
Island General Laws, Sec. 42-46-4.

XIV.

Adjournment.
AGENDA POSTED: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2019

The public is welcome to any meeting of the Town Council or its sub-committees. If communication
assistance (readers/interpreters/captions) or any other accommodation to ensure equal participation is
needed, please contact the Smithfield Town Manager’s office at 401-233-1010 at least forty-eight (48) hours
prior to the meeting.

SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL
SMITHFIELD SCHOOL COMMITTEE
JOINT WORK SESSION
SMITHFIELD TOWN HALL
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2019
AT 5:30 P.M.
Present:

Town Council President Suzanna L. Alba
Town Council Vice-President T. Michael Lawton
Town Council Member Dina T. Cerra (excused)
Town Council Member Sean M. Kilduff (excused)
Town Council Member Maxine A. Cavanagh
Town Manager Randy R. Rossi
Town Solicitor Anthony Gallone, Esq.
Town Clerk Carol A. Aquilante
Also Present: Rosemarie Cipriano, School Committee Chair
Richard Iannitelli, School Committee member
Virginia Harnois, School Committee member
Kellie-Ann Heenan, School Committee member (absent)
Cheryl A. Hodgins, School Committee member
Dr. Judith Paolucci, School Superintendent
Lisa Cournoyer, Director of Financial Operations

Council President Alba and School Committee Chair call the Tuesday, September
17, 2019 Smithfield Town Council Work Session to order at 5:30 p.m.
Town Council President Alba offers a prayer.
Town Council President Alba conducts a salute to the flag.
The Emergency Evacuation and Health Announcement is made by Town Manager
Rossi.
A. New Business:
1.

Building Project Update

Superintendent Paolucci reviews the Smithfield School Department – Capital
Improvements Program – RIDE State III & IV – August 29, 2019. Superintendent
Paolucci explains that she has met with the Department of Education three (3) different
times and a few items have been changed along the way to comply with their requests.
Superintendent Paolucci further explains that they will be meeting with the Department
of Education on Thursday for further discussions. Superintendent Paolucci
States that this presentation is also listed on the school department’s website at
https://www.smithfield-ps.org/o/smithfield-public-schools/page/construction-update.
*See supporting documentation attached.
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Superintendent Paolucci reviews the Anna McCabe addition with regard to the bus dropoff and parking areas, which are a welcome change. Superintendent Paolucci also
reviews Anna McCabe’s floor, which include the library, gym and cafeteria.
Superintendent Paolucci further states that the LaPerche school addition is much larger
with a new art room and library with a different type of bus and parent drop-off.
Superintendent Paolucci explains that there is no need to move the existing baseball field
and the gym in the center, but the gym will remain in the center with a new media center.
Superintendent Paolucci explains that Old County Road Elementary School is the
smallest addition of the project renovations. Superintendent Paolucci further explains
that a new elevator will be installed with the addition of a new area for special education.
There also will be a dedicated art and music space, with the library on the first floor and
the art and music room on the second floor. Each school will have a cafeteria and gym
which will be used by Town residents after hours. Superintendent Paolucci states that the
gyms can be blocked off after school hours to the residents. Superintendent Paolucci
further states that they will have a dedicated stairwell installed for the young students.
They would be increasing the safety of the building for the students. Superintendent
Paolucci explains that if they installed two (2) stairwells the School Department would
need to get a variance. Superintendent Paolucci states that they are not looking at the
furniture.
Council member Cavanagh asks if the purchase of the furniture is covered under the
school bond.
Town Manager Rossi states that it is covered under the bond.
Superintendent Paolucci further explains that the schematic design was forwarded to the
Police Department for a safety review.
Superintendent Paolucci explains that RIDE would like thirty (30) percent more space in
the school buildings, but right now they are comfortable with the additional space and
have approved the design.
Derek Osterman, Colliers International, explains that applications have been submitted to
the Department of Environmental Management to approve a buffer zone.
Alfred Costantino, Town resident states that the owner of the premises needs a biology
report along with the application to DEM.
Mr. Osterman states that he received the approval from DEM and the setbacks are fine.
Council member Cavanagh asks about the setbacks.
Town Manager Rossi states that nothing needs to be submitted to the Zoning Board
because there is no change in the use.

Page 3 of 4
Work Session
September 17, 2019

Mr. Costantino states that the civil engineering drawings need to be reviewed.
Superintendent Paolucci states that all plans need to be approved before being released to
the public.
2.

Discuss Marketing of William Winsor School Property in Anticipation of
Decommissioning

Superintendent Paolucci suggests that a subcommittee be established in order to market
the William Windsor School property.
Council President Alba suggests that we set a goal for 8/2021 to de-commission the
William Windsor School and asks if we can start to market the property in the spring.
Town Manager Rossi states that it would have to be de-commissioned as a school and
make it zoned as a mixed-use. Town Manager Rossi further states that they would have
to do an RFP for a project proposal. Town Manager Rossi also states that the funds from
the sale of the property will go to offset the school bond.
Mr. Costantino states that if the sale does not bring a profit then the Town of Smithfield
should try to use the building for another use to the Town.
3.

Discuss FY 2021 Budget Process

Town Manager Rossi reviews the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 budget calendar he supplied
everyone with this evening.
Superintendent Paolucci states that it is a transparent process from the first submission of
the School Department budget.
Council President Alba states that there would be consideration of the debt service of the
bond.
Council member Cavanagh states that she would like more information from the Financial
Review Commission regarding next year’s budget with regard to the bond.
Council President Alba would like teacher raises considered during the budget process in
the future and asks for the enrollment figures.
Superintendent Paolucci explains that they are at a plateau of approximately 2,400
students.
4.

Discuss Development of a Long Range Capital Plan

Page 4 of 4
Work Session
September 17, 2019
Will be discussed at future meeting.
5.

Discuss and Develop a Budget Calendar

School Committee Chair Cipriano states that according to the budget calendar there is a
meeting on December 2, 2019, which she would like changed to December 5, 2019 at
5:30 p.m. in the media center.
Motion is made by School Committee member Iannitelli, seconded by School
Committee member Virginia Harnois, to adjourn the meeting. Motion is approved by a
unanimous 4/0 vote.

Motion made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member
Cavanagh, to adjourn the meeting. Motion approved by a unanimous 3/0 vote.

Meeting adjourns at 6:30 P.M.

Carol A. Aquilante, MMC, Town Clerk

PLEASE SEE CLOSED SESSION
MINUTES ENVELOPE

MINUTES OF SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Date: Tuesday, September 17, 2019
Place: Smithfield Town Hall
Time: 6:30 P.M.
Present:

Town Council President Suzanna L. Alba
Town Council Vice-President T. Michael Lawton
Town Council Member Dina T. Cerra
Town Council Member Sean M. Kilduff (excused)
Town Council Member Maxine A. Cavanagh
Town Manager Randy R. Rossi
Town Solicitor Anthony Gallone, Esq.
Town Clerk Carol A. Aquilante

Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavangh, to
convene into Closed Session to consider, discuss and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode Island
General Laws Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel: to interview William Shaw, Angelica Bovis, and
Linda Conti-Bovis for a possible appointments to a Town Board or Commission. Motion is
approved by a unanimous 3/0 vote. Town Clerk Aquilante takes a roll call vote of each Town
Council member’s vote to convene the Closed Session. Council member Cerra arrives after the
Closed Session was convened.
I.

Council President Alba calls the Tuesday, September 17, 2019 Smithfield Town
Council meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

II.
Town Council President Alba offers a prayer.
ਪ III. Town Council President Alba conducts a salute to the flag.
III.
Town Council President Alba conducts a salute to the flag.
IV.

The Emergency Evacuation and Health Announcement is made by Town Manager
Rossi.

V.

Presentations: Presentation to Elizabeth Blanchette, India Gaffney, Xiao Yan Rugg,
Emma Santos, Bethany Sluter, and Olivia Sylva for painting the RI Landscapes
Mural.

Council President Alba explains that over the summer a group of very talented middle school
girls wanted to paint a mural in Town. Council President Alba further explains that this group of
young girls wanted to bring some light, happiness and joy to the Town. After a few meetings
with the girls it was decided that the best place for them to display their talent would be the
Smithfield Town Hall for its residents to view. It is referred to as the Rhode Island Landscape
Mural. Council President Alba introduces Xiao Yan Rugg, who is now a freshman at Smithfield
High School. And explains that Ms. Rugg drew this painting and the girls came to the Town
Hall over a series of three (3) or four (4) times to paint the mural.
Ms. Rugg explains that the buildings in the mural are some landmarks in Rhode Island and
Smithfield, such as, the Smith Appleby House, Waterman Tavern, Superman building,
University Hall at Brown University, Point Judith Lighthouse and the Towers.
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Council President Alba announces the other participants of the mural and the Town Council
members thank the young women for their work and award them with Certification of Special
Recognition from the Town of Smithfield.
VI.

Minutes:

A.

Move that the minutes of the September 3, 2019 Town Council closed session
meeting be approved as recorded and sealed.

Motion made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the minutes of the September 3, 2019 Town Council closed session meeting be approved as
recorded and sealed. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
B.

Move that the minutes of the September 3, 2019 Town Council open session meeting
be approved as recorded.

Motion made by Council member Cerra, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that the
minutes of the September 3, 2019 Town Council open session meeting be approved as recorded.
Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
VII.

Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and
reappointments:

A.

Land Trust Appointment with a term expiring in September of 2020.

Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Smithfield Town Council hereby appoints Cynthia Mulvey as first alternate to the Smithfield
Land Trust for a term expiring in September of 2020. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0
vote.
B.

Zoning Board Reappointment with a term expiring in May of 2024.

Town Manager Rossi explains that at the September 3, 2019 Town Council meeting Mrs.
Marcello was incorrectly reappointed to a term expiring in May of 2022. In accordance with
section C-4.13 of the Code of Ordinances, Zoning Board members shall hold office for a term of
five (5) years.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Smithfield Town Council hereby reappoints Linda Marcello to the Zoning Board of Review
for a term expiring in May of 2024. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
VIII. Public Hearings:
A.

Schedule a public hearing on November 5, 2019 to consider amending the
Comprehensive Community Plan, Land Use Map for property described as
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Assessor’s Plat 42, Lot 139 and Assessor’s Plat 40, Lots 1-440 (known as the “Tea
Lots”) as submitted by Smithfield Estates, LLC and Earl Grey Estates, LLC located
at 128 Douglas Pike and Ridge Road and refer to the Planning Board for an
advisory opinion.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cerra, that the
Smithfield Town Council schedule a public hearing on November 5th to consider an amendment
to Comprehensive Community Plan that involves changing the land use designation of the
subject property from Low-Medium Density Residential, Medium Density Residential and
Commercial to Planned Development as described in the petition for the “Tea Lots” listed as
Assessor’s Plat 42, Lot 139 and Assessor’s Plat 40, Lots 1-440, as submitted by Smithfield
Estates, LLC and Earl Grey Estates, LLC located at 128 Douglas Pike and Ridge Road, and refer
to the Planning Board for recommendation. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.

B.

Schedule a public hearing on November 5, 2019 to consider an amendment to the
Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map for property described as Assessor’s Plat 42,
Lot 139 and Assessor’s Plat 40, Lots 1-440 (known as the “Tea Lots”) as submitted
by Smithfield Estates, LLC and Earl Grey Estates, LLC located at 128 Douglas Pike
and Ridge Road and refer to the Planning Board for an advisory opinion.

Motion is made by Council member Cavanagh, seconded by Council Vice-President Lawton, that
the Smithfield Town Council schedule a public hearing on November 5th to consider an
amendment to the Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map as described in the petition for the “Tea
Lots”, listed as Assessor’s Plat 42, Lot 139 and Assessor’s Plat 40, Lots 1-440, as submitted by
Smithfield Estates LLC and Earl Grey Estates, LLC located at 128 Douglas Pike and Ridge
Road, and refer to the Planning Board for recommendations. Motion is approved by a
unanimous 4/0 vote.
C.

Conduct a public hearing to consider adoption of Chapter 237 of the Code of
Ordinances entitled “Mobile Food Establishments”.

Council President Alba opens the Public Hearing.
Randy Rossi, Town Manager, explains that the Mobile Food Establishment Registration act
(R.I.G.L. 5-11.1) was created in 2018 and pursuant to said act regulations were adopted by the
Rhode Island Department of Business Regulations. Town Manager Rossi further explains that
the regulations were recently completed and published to all municipalities so that they could be
incorporated into a local ordinance. Town Manager Rossi states that through the hard work of
Solicitor Gallone the Town Council members have before them this evening a new Mobile Food
Establishment Ordinance for approval.
Council member Cavanagh asks what the situation would be if the mobile food truck had loud music
playing.
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Town Solicitor Gallone explains that there is a noise ordinance in place which would apply to a
mobile food truck as well.
Council member Cavanagh also asks if we can add under section 237-11A-3 place of worship.
Town Solicitor Gallone replies that if the other Town Council members agree it can be added
into the motion.
Council member Cavanagh asks Town Solicitor Gallone for an explanation of the fees.
Town Solicitor Gallone explains that it is a $75.00 license fee, however, if a restaurant in the
Town has a mobile food truck the fee would be $50.00.
Hearing no further comments Council President Alba closes the Public Hearing.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cerra, that the
Smithfield Town Council hereby adopts Chapter 237 of the Town of Smithfield Code of
Ordinances entitled “Mobile Food Establishments” in its entirety, with the addition of place of
worship 237-11A-3. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
D.

Conduct a public hearing to consider the repeal of Article 4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance entitled “Table of Uses”, Section L. “Medical Marijuana” and Article 4.4
entitled “Supplementary Use Regulations”, Section L. “Medical Marijuana”.

Council President Alba opens the Public Hearing.
Town Solicitor Gallone explains that the Town was involved in litigation for many years due to
the passage of this previous ordinance. Town Solicitor Gallone further explains that the Town is
making provisions that are consistent with the Hawkins Slater Medical Marijuana Act, in this
Zoning Ordinance Amendment.
Council President Alba asks if everyone is in agreeance with the ordinance amendment.
Town Solicitor Gallone states that the president of the ACLU is in support of these amendments.
Jackson Despres, Town resident, explains that the previous Town Solicitor enacted an ordinance;
and set up a work shop that was hosted by the Attorney General’s office and the Town paid for
three (3) attorneys in his law firm to attend that meeting. Mr. Despres further explains that by
doing that it cost the Town thousands of dollars in legal fees as well as being sued by the ACLU,
with a cost to the Town of an additional $20,000. Mr. Despres feels that Town should be
reimbursed by the previous solicitor due to the exorbitant cost to the Town. Mr. Despres feels
that the taxpayers need to be aware of the cost to the Town.
Thomas Hodgkins, Town resident, states that as a point of procedure the current agenda item is
for the repeal.
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Hearing no further comments Council President Alba closes the Public Hearing.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Town Council repeal the Medical Marijuana provisions, article 4.3- Table of Uses, “L –
Medical Marijuana” and Article 4.4-Supplementary Use Regulations, “L – Medical Marijuana”
in their entirety as recommended by the Planning Board. Motion is approved by a unanimous
4/0 vote.
E.

Conduct a public hearing to consider the adoption of Article 4.3 of the Zoning
Ordinance entitled “Table of Uses”, Section L. “Medical Marijuana” and Article 4.4
entitled “Supplementary Use Regulations”, Section L. “Medical Marijuana”.

Council President Alba opens the Public Hearing.
Town Solicitor Gallone explains that ordinance amendment before the Town Council this
evening in order to eliminate the constitutional challenges that were the basis of the litigation and
amend the ordinance that is consistent with the Hawkins Slater Medical Marijuana Act.
Council member Cavanagh asks the difference between a compassion center and medical marijuana
emporium.

Town Planner Phillips refers to page two (2) of the zoning ordinance amendment – “Compassion
Center” means a non-profit corporation subject to the provisions of RIGL Chapter 7-6 and
registered under RIGL 21-28.6-12. “Medical Marijuana Emporium” means and establishment,
or club, whether for profit or any commercial unit or other premises are further defined through
regulations promulgated by the Department of Business Regulation at which the sale,
distribution, transfer or use of medical marijuana, medical marijuana products if proposed and/or
occurs to, by or among registered patients, registered caregivers, authorized purchaser cardholder
of other person as further defined through regulations promulgated by the Department of
Business Regulation. This shall not include a Compassion Center regulated and licensed by the
State of Rhode Island, as defined herein.
Council member Cavanagh requests the addition on page three (3) – E.5b – Day Care and Place of
Worship.

Thomas Hodgkins, Town resident, feels that the Town Council are taking a good approach by
amending this ordinance however it is unfortunate the Town cannot keep the previous ordinance.
Mr. Hodgkins states that on page three (3) section E.a – industrial zones have been removed and
b. the removal of “in all zoning districts”. The change in allowing use of the commercial use
marijuana in industrial zones suggest the prohibition on the commercial uses. Mr. Hodgkins also
states that on page one (1) of the chart, uses 4-8 should be change to “n” in an industrial zone.
Town Solicitor Gallone explains that the Town Council members can make further amendments
to this ordinance in the future. Town Solicitor Gallone would like to remind everyone that the
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first ordinance went into effect due to a tragedy in the Town.
Council Vice-President Lawton asks if we can table this agenda item in order to prevent
additional litigation.
Town Solicitor Gallone explains that amendments can be made at any time.
Council member Cavanagh states that they can amend the special use permits in the future.
Town Planner Phillips states that the special use permit for commercial uses is in an industrial
zone with 1,000 feet of set-backs. Town Planner Philips explains that he and Solicitor Gallone
did review other zoning ordinance with relation to industrial zones.
Council member Cerra sees how easy it is to have a Special Use approved and mistakes can be
made.
Town Planner Phillips states that there are several industrial parks in Town that can be used as
potential locations.
Council President Alba recommends that we vote for this ordnance amendment and discuss it
further for any further amendments.
Council member Cavanagh requests more detailed definitions in the future from page two (2) of
the ordinance amendment.
Town Planner Phillips will supply a map showing all the industrial areas in the Town of
Smithfield.
Hearing no further comments Council President Alba closes the Public Hearing.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Town Council adopt the Medical Marijuana provisions, Article 4.3 – Table of Uses, “L –
Medical Marijuana” and Article 4.4 – Supplementary Use Regulations, “L – Medical Marijuana”
as recommended by the Planning Board. In addition and as part of this motion section E-5.b
shall be amended to include the words “day care” and “places of worship” after the word school.
All special use standards delineated in this section shall supplement all pre-existing special use
provisions that currently exist in the Town of Smithfield Zoning Ordinance. Motion is
approved by a unanimous 3/1 vote. Council member Cerra votes nay.
F.

Conduct a public hearing to consider amending the Zoning Ordinance Map for
Assessor's Plat 48/Lots 40A, 39, 38, 37, 36, 40, 5, 5A, 4C, 33A, 34, 35, 33, 24, 25, 26,
26C, 41 A, I7B, 6 to include said lots within the Economic Growth Overlay District.

Council President Alba opens the Public Hearing.
Town Planner Phillips explains that the Rhode Island Comprehensive Planning and Land Use
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Act, Chapter 45-22.2, requires that each community amend its zoning ordinance and map to
conform to the comprehensive plan. Town Planner Phillips further explains that there are a
number of areas throughout Town where the Zoning District Map does not conform to the Future
Land Use map. Over the next few months the Planning Department and Planning Board will be
calling for the Town Council to amend the Zoning District Map and begin to implement the Land
Use Plan. Town Planner Phillips states that Economic Development Commission would like to
energize further the Economic Overlay District upon passage of this ordinance amendment.
Town Planner Phillips states that Lot 31 was the subject of a 2015 Zone Change Petition, which
was granted and to have overlay on that lot would unnecessarily complicate matters. Town
Planner Phillips states that the ordinance amendment excludes that lot as part of the EGO
extension.
Council Vice-President Lawton asks if the Planning Board members voted unanimously at their
last meeting.
Town Planner Phillips replies that they did vote unanimously to approve.
Council member Cavanagh states that lot 31 was a mistake in 2015 and maybe should have been
divided by the owner. Council member Cavanagh also states that one side of the lot is Planned
Development and other is Highway Commercial, where is the dividing line.
Town Planner Phillips does states that there are some lots in Town are split lots and they try to
avoid that happening.
Hearing no further comments Council President Alba closes the Public Hearing.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Smithfield Town Council amend the Smithfield Zoning Ordinance Map in order to extend the
Economic Growth Overlay District (EGO) in a manner that is consistent with the Comprehensive
Community Plan. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
IX.

Licenses:

A.

Consider approving a (1) One –Day Special Event License for Seven Cedars Farm
for a “Fall Festival”, 10 John Mowry Road on the following date:



Saturday September 21, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with a rain date of
Saturday, September 28, 2019

Any Special Event License for Seven Cedars Farm are subject to compliance with all State
regulations and local ordinances.
Council Vice-President Lawton expresses his concerns about Seven Cedars Farm having
insurance.
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John Emin, Seven Cedars Farm owner states that he does have insurance and will bring proof of
insurance to the Town Clerk’s Office tomorrow.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cerra, to
approve a One-Day Special Event License for Seven Cedars Farm for a “Fall Festival”, 10 John
Mowry Road on the following date:


Saturday September 21, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with a rain date of Saturday,
September 28, 2019

Any Special Event License for Seven Cedars Farm are subject to compliance with all State
regulations and local ordinances and proof of insurance. Motion is approved by a unanimous
4/0 vote.
B.

Consider approving fifteen (15) One-Day Special Event Licenses for Seven Cedars
Farm for a “Haunted Hayrides”, 20 John Mowry Road on the following dates:

















Friday, September 27, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 28, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 29, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 4, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 5, 2019 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 6, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 11, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 12, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 13, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 18, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 19, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 20, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 25, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 26, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 27, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

All Special Event Licenses for Seven Cedars Farm are subject to compliance with all State
regulations and local ordinances.
Council member Cavanagh did notice that the amended Special Events Ordinance does not go
into effect until October 3, 2019.
Town Clerk Aquilante explains that the Town Council can vote to charge Mr. Emin an additional
$150.00 to accommodate the new ordinance amendment.
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Upon further discussion the Town Council members agree to leave the cost of the previously
listed licenses as submitted by the Town Clerk’s Office.
Council Vice-President Lawton would also like proof of insurance submitted prior to the
issuance of the licenses.
Motion is made by Council member Cerra, seconded by Council Vice-President Lawton, to
approve fifteen (15) One-Day Special Event Licenses for Seven Cedars Farm for a “Haunted
Trailer Ride”, 20 John Mowry Road on the following dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Friday, September 27, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 28, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 29, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 4, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 5, 2019 from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 6, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 11, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 12, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 13, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 18, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 19, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 20, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Friday, October 25, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Saturday, October 26, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 27, 2019 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

All Special Event Licenses for Seven Cedars Farm are subject to compliance with all State
regulations and local ordinances and proof of insurance. Motion is approved by a unanimous
4/0 vote.
C.

Consider approving an application for the temporary expansion of a Class BVictualling license to include the parking lot of BZB Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a
“Parente’s Family Restaurant”, 1114 Douglas Pike, for a 2019 Bryant University
Reunion and Homecoming Weekend to be held on Friday, September 27, 2019 and
Saturday, September 28, 2019 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m., under a tent on the
restaurant grounds, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations,
local ordinances, final approval from the Fire Department.

Motion is made by Council member Cerra, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that the
Smithfield Town Council approve the temporary expansion of a Class B-Victualling license to
include the parking lot of BZB Enterprises, Inc. d/b/a “Parente’s Family Restaurant”, 1114
Douglas Pike, for a 2019 Bryant University Reunion and Homecoming Weekend to be held on
Friday, September 27, 2019 and Saturday, September 28, 2019 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 a.m.,
under a tent on the restaurant grounds, as applied, subject to compliance with all State
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regulations, local ordinances, final approval from the Fire Department. Motion is approved by a
unanimous 4/0 vote.
D.

Consider approving a new Peddler’s License, as applied, subject to compliance with
all State regulations and local ordinances:

1.

Meredith Abramek d/b/a “Sugar N’ Spice RI”, to sell coffee and donuts from a
mobile truck with RI Reg. number 95365, 130 Mann School Road.

Town Clerk Aquilante explains that because the Mobile Food Establishment license had not been
approved Ms. Abramek is applying for a Victualling and Peddler’s License. After December 1,
2019 Ms. Abramek has been advised to apply for a Mobile Food Establishment License in the
Town of Smithfield.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cerra, that the
Smithfield Town Council approve a new Peddler’s License for Meredith Abramek d/b/a “Sugar
N” Spice RI”, to sell coffee and donuts from a mobile truck with RI Reg. number 95365, as
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinance, to include updated
BCI reports on all drivers, in all vehicles. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
E.

Consider approving a new Victualling License for Meredith Abramek d/b/a “Sugar
N’ Spice RI”, located at 130 Mann School Road, as applied, subject to compliance
with all State regulations and local ordinances.

Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Victualling License for Meredith Abramek d/b/a
“Sugar N’ Spice RI”, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local
ordinances. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
X.

Old Business: None.

XI.

New Business:

A.

Consider, discuss, and act upon adoption of a debt management policy.

Town Manager Rossi explains that the Town of Smithfield created a strategic plan in May 2018,
and one of the items in the plan was to create a Debt Management Policy to align current and
future debt issuances, with the goal of improving the Town’s financial stability. Town Manager
Rossi further explains that after presenting the policy to the Town’s Financial Review
Commission, and after implementing feedback on the policy by the commission, we have created
a final policy. Town Manager Rossi states that the Financial Review Commission adopted a
unanimous motion to recommend this policy for adoption after presentation to the Town Council
this evening. Town Manager Rossi further states that this policy can be amended from time to
time, and mostly focuses on appropriate debt levels for a Community the size of the Town, as
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well as performing impact statements prior to debt issuance. Additionally, it includes the need to
work in concert with an approved Capital Improvement Plan.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Smithfield Town Council approves the Town of Smithfield Debt Management Policy as
recommended by the Financial Review Commission. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0
vote.
B.

Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a sole source purchase of general ledger
accounting software upgrade in an amount not to exceed $27,164.12.

Jason Parmelee, Finance Director explains that the Town’s General Ledger Account Software
has an end-of-life as of June 30, 2020 and at that time, there will no longer be service or support
for the system. Finance Director Parmelee further explains that after extensive review, the
transfer/upgrade offered by PowerSchool Group, LLC the existing vendor that provides the
Town’s General Ledger Accounting Software, is suitable for the Finance Department. Finance
Director Parmelee states that the software meets the Town’s reporting requirement needs, and
includes accounts receivable, accounts payable, and various functions. Finance Director
Parmelee explains that this is a software update to the current existing package and data and it is
a sole source vendor for purchase. Funding for this software will be from the Technology Funds
included in the Capital Carryover account with a substantial discount offered from PowerSchool
Group, LLC for this conversion.
Council member Cerra asks if the School Department uses the same software.
Finance Director Parmelee explains that they do not have the same software because it is used
for different purposes.
Town Manager Rossi states that the company that the school uses does have a municipal
software, but at a much higher cost and rolling over to the same vendor is much more
advantageous for the Town.
Paul Santucci, Town resident refers to page fifty (50) of the B & E Report (performance audit
11/18/2013), strongly supporting a project for the Town’s Financial Officer to have real time
read only access of the Smithfield Public Schools books and records. The Town’s Financial
Officer is responsible in making reports to the Town and State.
Town Manager Rossi states that the read-only access request is completely doable.
Finance Director Parmelee states that he will request that of the School Department tomorrow.
Thomas Hodgkins, Town resident, asks if the Town has access to the school bond expenditures.
Town Manager Rossi states that all expenditures are approved by the Town Council.
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Motion is made by Council member Cerra, seconded by Council Vice-President Lawton, that the
Smithfield Town Council approve the purchase/conversion of General Ledger Accounting
Software from PowerSchool Group, LLC. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
C.

Consider, discuss, and act upon rescinding the request for proposals for
Construction Manager At-Risk for the Elementary Schools Reconfiguration Project.

Derek Osterman, Colliers International Project Leader, explains that that the Smithfield Building
Committee held a meeting on August 19, 2019 and made a recommendation against proceeding
with a Construction Manager at Risk delivery method, rather the project will be delivered by
Design Bid Build method and constructed by a General Contractor. Mr. Osterman explains that
he was asked to address the Town Council on this matter for a vote of the Town Council to
rescind the request.
Council member Cerra states that although she missed the last building committee meeting she
thought the committee were on board with the Construction Manager at Risk.
Mr. Osterman explains that at the most recent meetings they compiled data points and based on
the estimated costs as well as strategic moves for completion, the cost estimator suggested the
elimination of a Construction Manager at Risk a significant savings.
Council Vice-President Lawton asks Mr. Osterman to explain the Design Bid Build process.
Mr. Osterman explains that after the first of the year the designs will be completed in their
entirety. They would then be using the newly released State contractors and establish and RFP.
Mr. Osterman further explains that he lowest qualified bidder would be chosen. This would be a
significant savings and simplification of the project schedule.
Council member Cerra states that the School Department will be competing with other
contractors and the lowest qualified bidder. Council member Cerra states that she was really
disappointed when she saw this agenda item, because there are many pro’s regarding a
Construction Manager at Risk. She is not comfortable with the lowest qualified bidder.
Alfred Costantino, Town resident, asks what the factors were that came to this decision.
Mr. Osterman explains that the cost was a portion as well as the simplification of the scope and
schedule. Mr. Osterman further explains that initially in the early planning stages, the
architectural team with regards to the new building versus renovations had more moving pieces,
which required a Construction Manager at Risk. At this time a Construction Manager at Risk is
not needed, because the requirement of oversite is not necessary.
Mr. Costantino refers to a spreadsheet and the percentage of the cost of work and asks for an
explanation.
Mr. Osterman explains that the agenda item this evening is limited to the rescinding of the RFP,
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and he would need to review with this team to respond to Mr. Costantino.
Mr. Costantino believes that the Town is wasting valued time getting this project started. Mr.
Costantino refers to the Board of Education – Chapter 20. Mr. Costantino stats that this Building
Committee needs more experienced residents serving on the committee to ask more hard
questions.
Council President Alba asks Mr. Osterman is there was a unanimous vote of the Building
Committee.
Mr. Osterman has no recollection of that.
Council President Alba would like to know how many members who were not present at that
meeting. Council President Alba feels that whatever members were absent from that meeting
should have been contacted and informed of this change or any other changes.
Mr. Osterman replies that although he has not control regarding the attendance of members to
the meeting, he will reach out them in the future to keep them up to date.
Town Manager Rossi replies that he was not present at that meeting.
Council member Cerra states that if the Town Council rescinds this bid this evening there only
one other option and she is concerned about quality control of the project.
Mr. Costantino explains the difference between a construction manager and a general contractor.
Michael Busam, Town resident, explains that he is a building for a construction management
firm and the Town Council should not rescind this bid. Mr. Busam states that the Building
Committee for reconsideration. Mr. Busam confirms with Town Manager Rossi that the schools
will be occupied during construction, so when the additions are being done students will be using
the schools. Mr. Busam states that the estimates received in were over the budget of the $45
bond that was approved by the tax payers and waiting for the design to be complete is a big
mistake. Mr. Busam asks the Town Council to re-think there decision this evening and Council
member Cerra should have a voice this evening.
Thomas Hodgkins Town resident states that it is still a mystery to him when the Building
Committee members were appointed and there is still some question as to the numbers of the
members required on the committee. Mr. Hodgkins tried looking on the School Department
website and could not find the August 19, 2019 agenda and approved minutes. Mr. Hodgkins
states that no one hear this evening would know who was at that meeting and what the vote was
because it is not on the School Department website. With regards to the Construction Manager
at Risk we are playing financial risks with the Town and the Town has lost all price controls by
not going with a Construction Manager at Risk. Mr. Hodgkins asks if the architectural contract
will increase based.
Mr. Osterman replies that the architectural contract will not increase based on the construction
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methodology.
Council member Cerra does not understand the recommendations changed from one meeting to
another.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cerra, that the
Smithfield Town Council hereby tables this agenda item for a future Town Council meeting.
Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
D.

Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a request for proposals for COPS
Grant Security Upgrades for the School Department.

Angelo Mencucci, Director of Buildings and Grounds explains security upgrades would be done
at the Smithfield High School and Gallagher Middle School entry ways. Mr. Mencucci further
explains that this grant was two (2) years in the making and wishes to extend his thanks to RGB
Architects, Police Department, Fire Department and Town Manager Rossi’s team for helping us
with this COPS Grant.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh,
that the Smithfield Town Council hereby authorizes the advertisement of a Request for Proposals
for COP’s Grant Security Upgrades. Motion is approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
E.

Consider, discuss, and act upon approving tax abatements in the amount of
$2,156.11.

Motion made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Smithfield Town Council approve the tax abatements in the amount $2,156.11. Motion is
approved by a unanimous 4/0 vote.
XII.

Public Comment

Alfred Costantino, Town resident, states that he asked a simple question this evening regarding
the spreadsheet of expenses regarding the renovations to the school buildings. Mr. Costantino
explains has still received no answers and states that time is of the essence. Mr. Costantino also
explains that he has asked for a copy of the Jade Contract and has not received it as of yet. Mr.
Costantino states that many mistakes are being made and the Town of Smithfield is the owner of
these buildings (OPM – Owners Project Manager). Mr. Costantino feels that this project is going
down the wrong path with regards to design, DEM permits and pricing. Mr. Costantino further
states that the Town Council needs to review again with regards to filing the proper permits. Mr.
Costantino also explains that the Town needs to review the biologist report. Mr. Costantino feels
that this project is behind schedule. Mr. Costantino can help to rectify these issues.
Jackson Despres, Town resident, states that he has been a real estate developer for many years
and the first thing that has to be done for a project is to file for a wetlands delineation to
determine were to build.
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XIII. Announce any closed session votes required to be disclosed pursuant to RI General
Laws, Sec. 42-46-4.
Council President Alba explains that there were no votes taken in closed session.
XIV. Adjournment.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member
Cavanagh, to adjourn the meeting. Motion is approved by a 4/0 vote.

Meeting adjourns at 9:21 P.M.

Town Clerk

PLEASE SEE CLOSED SESSION
MINUTES ENVELOPE

Town of Smithfield
64
FARNUM PIKE
MEMORANDUM
SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND 02917
DATE
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Telephone
Fax

(401) 233-1017
(401) 233-1091

MEMORANDUM
DATE:

September 24, 2019

TO:

Smithfield Town Council

FROM:

Michael Phillips, Town Planner

RE:

Proposed amendments to Zoning Ordinance Article 12- Comprehensive
Permit for Low and Moderate Income Housing, Section 4 Administrative
Procedures

The enclosed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance involves adding language that would
require a Local Board of Review member to attend all hearings involving a
Comprehensive Permit project in order to be eligible to vote on the project.
Pursuant to Zoning Ordinance, Article 11 – Adoption and Amendment and in compliance
with R.I.G.L. 45-24-51, the Town Council is required to conduct a public hearing on all
proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. To that end, the Planning Department
requests that the Town Council schedule a public hearing on November 5, 2019 to
consider the proposed amendment.
Also pursuant to Article 11 – Adoption and Amendment, the amendment is required to be
forwarded to the Planning Board for study and recommendation. Accordingly, the
Planning Board will review the proposed amendment and provide a recommendation at
its meeting on October 17th.
Recommended Motion: That the Smithfield Town Council hereby schedules a public
hearing on November 5, 2019 to consider an amendment to the Smithfield Zoning
Ordinance, Article 12- Comprehensive Permit for Low and Moderate Income Housing,
Section 4. Administrative Procedures.

Attachments:
Proposed Amendments
Draft Public Hearing Notice – November 5, 2019

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ARTICLE 12 ENTITLED “COMPREHENSIVE PERMIT FOR
LOW AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING”
IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Article 12, Section 4, (d), vii is hereby amended by adding the following language:
ARTICLE 12 – COMPREHENSIVE PERMIT FOR LOW AND MODERATE INCOME
HOUSING, SECTION 4, ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
A. Procedure for filing and approval of construction of low and moderate income housing
…
(3) The application and review process for a comprehensive permit shall be as follows:
…
(d) Review of Applications. An application filed in accordance with this ordinance shall be
…
(vii) All Local Review Board decisions on comprehensive permits shall be by majority vote of
the membership of the board and may be appealed by the applicant to the state housing appeals
board. No member may vote on any matter before the board unless they have attended all
hearings concerning such matter.
Section 2. This Ordinance Amendment shall take effect Thirty (30) days after their adoption by
the Smithfield Town Council.
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

____________________________________
TOWN SOLICITOR

ADOPTED:______________________________

_____________________________________
TOWN COUNCIL PRESIDENT
_____________________________________
TOWN CLERK
Summary:

TOWN OF SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Smithfield Town Council will hold a Public Hearing
at the Smithfield Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, RI on Tuesday, November 5, 2019
at 7:00 PM. The purpose of the Public Hearing is to consider and act upon proposed
amendments to the following Articles and Sections of the Smithfield Zoning Ordinance.
Summary: The proposed zoning ordinance amendment includes adding language to Article
12 - Comprehensive Permit for Low and Moderate Income Housing that require a Local Board
of Review member to attend all hearings involving a Comprehensive Permit project in order to
be eligible to vote on the project.
The specific amendment involves adding the following language to Article 12
Comprehensive Permit for Low and Moderate Income Housing, Section, 4(d), vii: “No member
may vote on any matter before the board unless they have attended all hearings concerning such
matter.”
At said Hearing opportunity will be given to all interested persons to be heard upon the
proposed amendments. The proposals shown thereon may be altered or amended prior to the
close of the Public Hearing, without further advertising, as a result of further study or because of
the views expressed at the Public Hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be presented for
comment in the course of the Hearing.
A complete copy of the proposed amendments are available for inspection or copying at the
Smithfield Planning Office, Town Hall, 64 Farnum Pike, Smithfield, Rhode Island during regular
business hours (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM, Monday – Friday) and may be viewed on the Town
website, www.smithfieldri.com. Interested persons requiring special accommodations or
assistance are requested to notify the Town Manager's Office (401-233-1010) 48 hours in
advance of the meeting.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWN COUNCIL.

Suzanna L. Alba, President

st

Please publish as a display ad in the October 17th , 24th and 31 editions of The Breeze using type
size at least as large as the normal type size used in news articles.

Memorandum
DATE:

September 25, 2019

TO:

Smithfield Town Council

FROM:

Carol Banville – License Coordinator

SUBJECT:

New Massage Therapy License for the October 1st Town Council Meeting

BACKGROUND:
Merideth Abrahamson has applied for a new Massage Therapy License to conduct therapeutic
massage at “Body Grateful Day Spa”, 10A Cedar Swamp Road.
TOWN REVENUE:
The cost of a Massage Therapy License is $75.00.
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS:
Copy of application
Copy of BCI check – no record
Copy of six (6) letters of recommendations
Copy of driver’s license
Copy of fingerprints
Copy of physician’s letter
Copy of Diploma
RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve a new Massage Therapy License for Merideth
Abrahamson, 276 Danielson Pike, Scituate, RI, to conduct therapeutic massage at “Body
Grateful Day Spa”, located at 10A Cedar Swamp Road, as applied, subject to compliance with
all State regulations and local ordinances.

TOWN OF SMITHFIELD
OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK

PEE: $75,00

LICENSE APPLICATION

PLEASE COMPLETE APPLICATION AND RETURN

WITH FEE TO THE OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK BY*
PLEASE PRINT:

Note:

Please fill in ALL the necessary information.

Date of Application:

^• 1

[S
Check

Type of License:

MASSAGIST

One:

New

) Renewal (O) Transfer(f"!)

(MASSAGE THERAPY)
Name

of Applicant:

Date of Birth: \ ^ ^ b - I

Resident Address:

lu '^(N^gfevddress

Operating Under

.

. .

P
{L
./!_ i lf^
^
O^of (-y/tsdbe'UD
I l}<X.<i-i

Trade Name of:

fO <4 Cccflcl

Lot

Resident

Rncn^cc '

Resident
Telephone:

Busmess '

Telephone i/C/'

'
Spal.
If incorporated, fill in necessary information: State: Title, Date of Birth, Partner's/Owner's (Other than person applying) (Pres., Vice
Pres., Sec., Treas.)
Name;

Address:

Title;

DOB

Name:

Address:

Title:

DOB

Address:

Title:

DOB

Name:

Describe operation of business:

/Dayi dcu^"Sc^h^rdtW

Pnn

Hours of Operation:

Ha.'-/hyniry?

Signature of Applicant:

Title:

Applies to busmess establishments only:
In case of emergency/person to contact

{l.l(jlr UlymliajviSsyiAddxess:Sl%' T)A.r\i&isD>rlil\u 7Ltcrf-g phone,

Name,

LtjCWS. MAre^^JlO fHuOrT)(tin Av^ljUjoflflJtnPhon^: (/ol-

IS'3-^
'b^OS.

For Official Use Only
Police Chief:

Fire Chief;

SIGNATURE NOT REQUIRED

Owner of

Building Official:
RI Dept.
ofHealth:

premises:

rb^otrecAjired

signature NOTRFniiiRFp

At a meeting ofthe Smithfield Town Council, held on

the above stated application was:
Date

( ) Approved

( ) Denied

License#:

0

Issued:

AtXArx4^
SMITHFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
215 Pleasant View Avenue, Smithfield, R1 02917
(401-231-2500)
POLICE CLEARANCE REPORT FOR
LICENSE APPLICATION
DATE:

1. NAME OF CANDIDATE:(PRINT)
nin

'ay\(iyr\SE){f\

MIDDLE

FIRST

LAST

OTiS
iDENNAME

.

V/ rL\in di
2. DATE OF BIRTH ^ /
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,

PLACE
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r/ \(-^(^(LiRAOj'<
4. CURR^T ADDRESS

.i^dd

6. type:OF BUSINESS

IF SO, LIST OFFICERS

8. IS BUSINESS INCORPORATED

Voi- 737-05^7
10. HOME PHONE

9. BUSINESS PHONE

11. List below each address which you have maintained beginning with your current address:
From Mo.A'r.

I

P^Uo!9~

To: Mo.A'ear

duxirtrif
/a

City & State

St. No.& Name

!a
d^o /liLumaj^mt

/dioo J
12. Have you ever been arrested or detained by any police agency?
YES

NO

If the answer to question 12 is yes, give details below. Include date, place and charge or reason
for detention.

fliLrqan^
7°?
NAME
^
ADDRRSS
CANDIDATE'S SIGNATURE:

V

£J.lAtJiU
cjSt^
itness:

PHONE .

^

Roseanne Burrell
622 Taunton Ave.

East Providence, RI. 02914
Tel. 401-438-1368

September 20, 2019

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am happy to recommend Merideth Abrahamson as a Licensed Message Therapist in your
community.

I have known Merideth for 20 years. During this time, I have admired her strength,
determination, and success at setting goals and achieving them both in business and in her

personal life. She is a great example offollowing your dreams and making them come true with
hard work and dedication.

In the past, I have worked with her side by side. Merideth is always one to step up to take on
responsibility and get things done. She is always willing to take on a new challenge. She has
always been a team player, ready to lend a hand or share her knowledge with those around her.
She is friendly and easy to get along with.

Merideth also has the ability to multi-task and complete each task flawlessly and effortlessly.
Her energy and sunshine personality draw you in.
She is warm hearted, kind, and considerate. She is intelligent, driven, creative, and adventurous.
She is fnendly and outgoing. She is dedicated to making people feel comfortable and has a

welcoming spirit. She finds happiness in making others happy and will gladly go out of her way
to do so. She has great love and respect for nature and the world around her and is always
planning her next adventure.

I can't say enough good things about Merideth. She has been one ofthe most amazing people
I've known and I cherish her lifelong friendship.

Merideth would be a great addition to this business in your community.
If you have any questions or would like more information, please feel free to contact me at the
address or phone number above.
Sincerely,
Roseanne Burrell

w-'Ri
%salf

Family Consignment Shop
560 Kingstown Road • Quo Vadis Shopping Plaza • Wakefield, RJ 02879
To Whom it May Concern:
I have known Merideth Abrahamson for 31 years. We met in our freshman year of high
school. We didn't look alike and we didn't have the same friends. Meri was and still is

very outgoing and approachable so she started talking to me. A simple gesture as a quick
conversation set off a friendship that people write books about.
Merideth has always been such an anchor to me. I know that if I need her that she will
drop everything as she shown me as well as her other friends and family throughout the
years.

Her loyalty is displayed in other ways as well. She has worked for Citizens for over 19
years. Merideth has made many friends there who rely, respect and depend on her but I
know that she is not happy or fully satisfied. I would say her loyalty in this case would
be to a fault. Meri is reluctant to change even if it is for her benefit because of her loyalty
to her management and fellow staff members. Her reluctance to change is why I know
that returning to massage therapy is the right thing for her because it is something she has
been thinking about for quite a long time.
She takes care of her father in law in her home and being able to make her own hours as
a message therapist will enable her to make sure that he continues to get the care he
needs. Merideth is an extremely hard working person with a boat load of integrity and I
know that whatever she puts her mind to she will succeed!
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Nicole Albergaria
Owner

Re-Run Resale, LLC

09/20/2019

Sherry Miranda

81 Dog Hill Road
DayvlileCT 06241

To whom it may concern,

I am writing on behalf of Merideth A Abrahamson I have known Merideth for the past 7 years and have
worked very closely with her at Citizens Bank. Merideth is very dedicated to her job and will do anything
for anyone. Merideth is a very positive person and it shows when she takes time with her customers
and is always there to help in any way she can.

Sincerely,

Sherry Mirand

September 19,2019

To Whom It May Concern:

As Branch Manager at Citizens Bank I had the pleasure of working with Merideth Abrahamson during the
period 2005-2014. Meri was a valued member ofthe branch team serving in the role of Senior Teller.
The title; however, does not accurately reflect all that she did with and for our customers. Meri was more
"Jack-of-all trades" as her skillset, initiative, and dedication to truly helping her customers resulted in her
consistently exceeding their expectations- no challenge was ever too great for Meri!

A strong team player, Meri was constantly assisting both team members and her supervisors. She served as

a role model and mentor to newer team members and was viewed as a vaulted resource to many.
Meri has a very outgoing, warm, and caring personality that allows her to easily establish and build rapport
with others. Many customers would actively seek Meri's assistance, often waiting to ensure that Meri was
the one to personally assist them.

It is without reservation that I would highly recommend Merideth. Should you have any ftirther questions
regarding Meri, please feel free to contact me directly at 401-823-8094.
Sincerely,

V

truce A. Hawle£j

V.P. Branch Manager
Citizens Bank

300 Quaker Lane
Warwick, RI 02886

September 19, 2019
To Whom It May Concern:

As an employee at Citizens bank I have the pleasure of working with Merideth Abrahamson from 2015
to present. She's a hard worker. She's friendly with everyone. Meri is always willing to help us when
we ask her. She's a very caring and understanding person. Customers love talking to Meri. I also know
Meri out of work she's very pleasant, outgoing and does anything she can to make you feel comfortable.

Sincerely,

Idannis Cardona
16 Winchester Street

Providence, Rl 02904
401-499-7325

Mail body:Fw: Men's letter ofrefenaL

Scitt trom ^'alx)0 Mail lc)r iPlx^nc

Begin Ibru iirdeU message:
On Tiiesdii), Seniemher 24. 2019.

.\M Chicca. flieiyl • Ciieiyl.ChicciLtf ClTIZENSBANK.eom'^ wrote:

September 23, 2019

To whom it may concern,

I would absolutely recommend Merldeth for the massage therapy position that she is seekingat your establishment.
I became MeridethaC" s supervisor in 2009 and she very quickly became a€oemy go to personaC.
Though Merldeth poses many skills, she is a team player and a leader. She is dedicated, determined, and not afraid of a
challenge.
What makes Merldeth successful is her deep commitment to our customers and to her fellow team members.
It is her welcoming personality, her bright smile, her compassion, and her drive to do what is right.
She has a strong sense of aCoeright and wrongaC and is capable of making decisions in tough situations.
It is has been my privilege to watch Merldeth grow and develop over the past 10 years.

She has worked hard for everything she has accomplished and deserves all the recognition in world.
Please feel free to reach out to me directly I Si)8) 673-6184 with any questions or concerns.
Best regards,
Cheryl Chicca

Thank you,
Cheryl Chicca

Global Markets Ops Analyst
Client Onboarding
(401)734-7805

fxsetup-tso@citi2ensbank.com
1 Citizens Drive

Riverside, Ri 02915
Mailstop RI-ROP905

CREDO
HONOR ROLL
:oi8 iic.-.cAif

—

This message is confidential aixl subject to terms at: httpsy/www.citizensbank.conyaccount-safeguards/overview.aspx. Ifyou are not
the intended recpicnt, please delete this message and notify the sender immediatefy. Any unauthorized use is strictly prohibited.
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Community College of Rhode Island
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE PROGRAM
MERIDETH LYONS-ROCCHIO

Has successfully completed the required 1100 hoursfor an Associate in
Applied Science Degree in Therapeutic Massage on the Twenty-Sixth day
ofDecember 2008.
Program accredited by the Commission on Massage Therapy Accreditation(COMTA)

'ector, Therapeutic Massage Program

memorandum
DATE: September 25, 2019
TO:

Smithfield Town Council

FROM: Randy R. Rossi, Town Manager
RE:

Town Council Agenda Item to Rescind RFP for Construction Manager At-Risk

The School Department Building Committee is meeting on Monday, September 30th to
reconsider the request to rescind the RFP for Construction Manager At-Risk and provide a
recommendation to you for your consideration at the October 1st meeting.
Thank you.

Potential Motion:
That the Smithfield Town Council hereby rescinds the request for proposals for Construction
Manager At-Risk for the Elementary Schools Reconfiguration Project.

72 Pine Street
Providence, RI 02903
www.cplusa.com

MAIN

+1 401 234 1055

September 11, 2019
Town of Smithfield
64 Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917

Subject:

Project Delivery Method

Dear Members of the Smithfield Town Council:
At the School Building Committee meeting held on August 29, 2019 and as per the
recommendation by its members, it was decided against proceeding with
Construction Manager at Risk delivery method, rather the project will be delivered
by Design Bid Build method and constructed by a General Contractor.
If you have any questions, please feel to contact me either by phone or via email.

Sincerely,

Al Calcagno
Al Calcagno, AIA, MCPPO
Senior Project Manager
Project Management I Northeast

cc: Judith Paolucci
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memorandum
DATE: September 25, 2019
TO:

Smithfield Town Council

FROM: Randy R. Rossi, Town Manager
RE:

Proposed Resolution – Special Events Fund

The Special Events Fund is being created in order to accept donations and other revenues to
help support the annual Christmas Parade and various other special events that are held
throughout the year. The fund will be maintained by the Town’s Finance Department.
The enclosed resolution will establish a restricted fund for the specific purpose of supporting
the annual Christmas Parade and other specials events throughout the year.

MOTION:

That the Smithfield Town Council hereby authorizes the attached
resolution as submitted.

TOWN OF SMITHFIELD
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN COUNCIL

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A RESTRICTED SPECIAL EVENTS FUND FOR
THE TOWN OF SMITHFIELD

WHEREAS, the Town of Smithfield hereby accepts with gratitude the restricted donations from
citizens/organizations wishing to donate funds to support a Special Event Fund for the Town of
Smithfield;
WHEREAS, the fund balance shall be perpetual until terminated by the terms of the current
resolution or by enactment of a subsequent resolution or amendment;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF
SMITHFIELD, RHODE ISLAND AS FOLLOWS:
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Smithfield that a Smithfield Special Events Fund
be established for restricted donations for the specific purpose of supporting the annual
Christmas Parade and other specials events throughout the year.
WHEREAS, this Resolution will take effect immediately upon its passage by the Town Council.

In witness whereof I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed the official
seal of the Town of Smithfield this
1st day of October, 2019.

By the Smithfield Town Council

_____________________________________
Carol A. Aquilante, Town Clerk

__________________________________
Suzanna L. Alba, President
Smithfield Town Council

TOWN OF SMITHFIELD
ASSESSOR

MEMO
Date:

October 1, 2019

To:

Smithfield Town Council

From: Drew Manlove, Assessor
Re:

Tax Abatements

BACKGROUND:
Abatements are granted by the assessor as a result of assessment appeals on real estate, motor
vehicles, and personal property. Adjustments are also made to motor vehicle tax bills to correct for
incorrect data received from the Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles, including incorrect tax
town and registration data. The tax collector may also request the abatement of uncollectible taxes.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:
Total abatements for this period = $ 3,185.04
ATTACHMENTS:
RI General Law 44-7-14
Tax Abatement Detail Report
MOTION:
Moved that the Smithfield Town Council approve the tax abatements in the amount of $ 3,185.04

The abatements contained herein
are submitted for your approval by:

Drew Manlove, Assessor

Assessor’s Office
64 Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917

Drew Manlove, AAS
(401) 233-1014
www.SmithfieldRI.com

Town of Smithfield
Assessor

TAX ABATEMENT DETAIL

Presented to Town Council on
October 1, 2019

ACCOUNT #

PROPERTY TYPE

PROPERTY OWNER

PRIOR ASSESSMENT

REVISED ASSESSMENT

REASON

ABATEMENT

12-1012-90

Real Estate

Lavallee Michael

$423,400

$386,900

Assessment Appeal

$613.57

04-2213-49

Real Estate

Divozzi Deric

$254,000

$251,100

Assessment Appeal

$48.75

03-0245-29

Motor Vehicle

Calcagni Rebecca A

$2,738

$2,010

MV Registered Out of State

$25.48

20-0655-70

Motor Vehicle

Thompson Robert R

$9,431

$7,053

MV Sold

$83.23

20-0094-73

Real Estate

Tapley Jennifer

$166,400

$161,800

Assessment Appeal

$77.33

04-0010-41

Tangible

DeLage Landen Financial Svs

$179,110

$176,810

Assessment Appeal

$137.40

07-0925-00

Real Estate

GILLERAN KATHLEEN

$250,000

$248,300

Assessment Appeal

$28.58

10-0149-00

Real Estate

Jaswell Farm (Chris)

$416,740

$305,637

Assessment Appeal

$1,867.64

06-1346-12

Motor Vehicle

Forte Julie A

$14,483

$5,585

Assessment Appeal

$303.06

Town Council Authorization:

Real Estate Subtotal

$2,635.87

Motor Vehicle Subtotal

$411.77

Tangible Subtotal

$137.40

Total Abatements

$3,185.04

