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6:30 – 7:00 p.m. Citizens Collation
(Coffee and Refreshments)
CLOSED SESSION
Motion to convene into Closed Session to:
A. Consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws and
Section 42-46-5(a)(1) Personnel: to interview Alberto LaGreca and John Emin for
possible appointments to a Town Board or Commission.
AGENDA
I.

Regular meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.

Prayer

III.

Salute to the Flag

IV.

Emergency Evacuation and Health Notification

V.

Presentations: Presentation on Revaluation by Tax Assessor.

VI.

Minutes:
A. Move that the minutes of the February 5, 2019 Town Council open session
meeting be approved, as recorded.
B. Move that the minutes of the February 5, 2019 Town Council closed session
meeting be approved, as recorded, and sealed.

VII.

Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and
reappointments: None

VIII.

Public Hearings:
A. Conduct a Public Hearing to consider the renewal of the Intoxicating
Beverage Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State
regulations, local ordinances, and a Certificate of Good Standing from the RI
Division of Taxation.
INTOXICATING BEVERAGE LICENSE RENEWALS 2018-2019
CLASS B-VICTUALLER BEVERAGE LICENSE

1. Frostbite Cupcakes, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 970
Douglas Pike, Bldg. C
2. Rocco’s LLC d/b/a “Rocco’s Pub & Grub”, 55 Douglas Pike, Unit 1
IX.

Licenses:
A. Consider approving the renewal of one (1) Entertainment License, as applied,
subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances:
1. Frostbite Cupcakes, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 970
Douglas Pike, Bldg. C
B. Consider approving the annual renewal of four (4) Bingo Licenses, as listed,
as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local
ordinances.
1. Anna McCabe School PTO, 10 Pleasant View Avenue (fee waived)
2. Georgiaville Tenants Association, 20 Higgins Lane, Apt. 102 (fee waived)
3. Smithfield Senior Center, 1 William J. Hawkins, Jr. Trail (fee waived)
4. St. Philip Church, 622 Putnam Pike (fee waived)

X.

Old Business: None

XI.

New Business:
A. Consider, discuss, and act upon approving tax abatements in the amount of
$2,117.10.

XII.

Public Comment

XIII.

Announce any closed session votes required to be disclosed pursuant to Rhode
Island General Laws, Sec. 42-46-4.

XIV.

Adjournment.
AGENDA POSTED: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2019

The public is welcome to any meeting of the Town Council or its sub-committees. If communication
assistance (readers/interpreters/captions) or any other accommodation to ensure equal participation is
needed, please contact the Smithfield Town Manager’s office at 401-233-1010 at least forty-eight (48) hours
prior to the meeting.

This short presentation will summarize the purpose and initial findings of Smithfield’s
recent real property revaluation, as well as what property owners can expect as a result of
this process.

1

In the state of Rhode Island, triennial revaluations are performed in each municipality by
statutory mandate. Every three years, property values are updated in order to ensure fair
and equitable taxation. The assessed values produced by the current revaluation indicate
market values as of December 31, 2018. These values are arrived at by observing and
analyzing actual market activity over the 18 months preceding the 12/31/18 valuation date.
The new assessed values will be used to calculate taxes for the 2019 tax bill.
In order to ensure accurate sample data, properties that sold (via arms‐length transactions)
between July 2017 and June 2018 were visited in person in an effort to correct and/or
update physical data on each property. These physical characteristics include square
footage, bedroom and bathroom counts, finished basements and attics, and property
condition.

2

The sole purpose of property revaluations is to ensure fair and equitable taxation to local
taxpayers. The property tax is an ad valorem tax, or tax according to value, and it is
therefore imperative to update assessed values as often as possible so that the tax base
represents changes caused by fluctuations in the real estate market.
Despite some public perception, property revaluations are not a mechanism to raise tax
dollars for the Town. This process is carried out by the Assessor’s Office completely outside
of the budgeting process with no influence from finance or budgeting officials.

3

Property valuations are commonly accepted as the most equitable method of distributing
the tax burden. The Town’s tax levy, or the total amount of local taxes collected from
taxpayers, can be imagined as a “pie” that is to be sliced up between all taxpayers. Accurate
assessed values are vital to making sure that each taxpayer pays no more and no less than
their fair share.

4

The Assessor’s Office has no role in determining the amount of taxes to be levied in the
Town, or how large the “pie” is to be.

5

Fair and equitable assessments are used to determine how to slice the “pie.”

6

In order to truly understand the purpose of a revaluation, it is important to understand
what happens when the assessed value of an individual property is raised or lowered.

7

Increasing the assessed value of the individual property pictured in red may increase the
tax paid by this property owner, but it will not affect the amount of overall taxes collected
by the Town. The overall size of the “pie” does not change‐ only the share of the “pie”
allotted to this taxpayer.

8

Conversely, reducing an individual assessment may reduce the taxes paid by a taxpayer, but
it will not reduce the taxes collected by the Town overall. In this example, when the red
slice got smaller, all the other pieces of the “pie” grew slightly larger in order to
compensate.

9

Preliminary figures indicate that the median single‐family home value increased 11.1% to
$285,500.

10

The new median value for residential condominiums in Smithfield is $198,800. The median
percent change for condos is 16.9%. Note that the median condo values are skewed
because of significant additions of condominium inventory at the upper end of the price
range.

11

It is important to remember that none of these statistics indicate that taxes, on an
individual level or as a whole, will go up or down in 2019.

12

In the next few days, notices will be mailed to every property owner in the Town, indicating
the new proposed assessed value for their property. At this time, taxpayers have an
opportunity to schedule a time to speak with a representative of the Assessor’s Office
about the valuation of their property. These informal hearings will be conducted from
March 4th to the 15th, including Saturday, March 9th. The hearings represent a good
opportunity to ask questions, express concerns, or present information that contradicts the
new proposed value.
Tax bills will be mailed according to the Town’s regular schedule, typically near the end of
July. All taxpayers have an opportunity to utilize the formal valuation appeal process at that
time.

13

We encourage anyone who has questions or concerns to contact the Assessor’s Office. Our
goal is to lend clarity to what can be a confusing process.
Additionally, the Assessor’s Office is responsible for administering tax exemptions and
credits for certain property owners such as seniors, veterans, and the disabled. We
encourage anyone who thinks they may qualify for one of these benefits to contact us so
that we can provide information and assist them through the application process.

14

MINUTES OF SMITHFIELD TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
Date: Tuesday, February 5, 2019
Place: Smithfield Town Hall
Time: 6:00 P.M.
Present:

Town Council President Suzanna L. Alba
Town Council Vice-President T. Michael Lawton
Town Council Member Dina T. Cerra
Town Council Member Sean M. Kilduff
Town Council Member Maxine A. Cavanagh
Town Manager Randy R. Rossi
Town Solicitor Anthony Gallone, Esq.
Town Clerk Carol A. Aquilante

Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member
Cavanagh, to convene into Closed Session to consider, discuss, and act upon matters pursuant to
Rhode Island General Laws and Section 42-46-5(a)(2) Potential Litigation: and Consider, discuss
and act upon matters pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws and Section 42-46-5(a)(1)
Personnel: to interview Joseph Bevilacqua, Charles Van Gorden, and Gail Van Gorden for
possible appointments to a Town Board of Commission. Motion is approved by a unanimous
3/0 vote. Town Clerk Aquilante takes a roll call vote of each Town Council member’s vote to
convene the Closed Session. Council member Kilduff and Council member Cerra arrives after
Executive Session is convened.
Council President Alba calls the Tuesday, February 5, 2019 Smithfield Town Council
meeting to order at 7:10 p.m.
II.

Town Council President Alba offers a prayer.

III.

Town Council President Alba conducts a salute to the flag.

IV.

The Emergency Evacuation and Health Announcement is made by Town Manager
Rossi.

V.

Presentations:

State of the Town Address by Town Council President Alba as follows:
State of the Town
Under Section 2.04 of the Town Charter the Council President is required to present a “State of
the Town Message”. I appear before you this evening to provide you with a snapshot as to the
Town’s financial status along with other important updates and exciting initiatives that are
important to all taxpayers.
Overall the Town of Smithfield ended its fiscal year on solid financial footing. On the municipal
side of government the Town generated a surplus of $399,244.00 while the school department
had a surplus of $165,520.00.
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Total General Fund – Fund Balance: $15,580,742
School Department - Fund Balance: $1,789,360
Currently, the town manager as well as the department directors are in the process of putting
together preliminary fiscal year 2020 budget requests which will continue to incorporate zero
based budgeting. The town council will receive the director’s requests in mid-march, and in midApril we will receive the town manager’s budget. During that time the council will be
conducting a work session with the manager and directors to make necessary changes in
preparation for the final budget being presented. I do want to be clear however that no funding
decisions have been made at this time and the allocations for the school budget have not been
presented or finalized. With that being said, the Fiscal Year 2020 budget process is going to be
one of the toughest ones that Smithfield has seen in a long time.
o
o
o
o

Reduction in State Aid to Education: $1.5 million
Reduction in PILOT Funding to communities: $97,286
Reduction in Hotel and Meals Tax Estimates from the state: $39,953
Among other reductions resulting in an estimated total Revenue Shortfall of
$2.4M - $3M

In November, 2018 the voters of our Town approved two municipal bonds totaling $50 million
dollars. These bonds will provide much needed infrastructure improvements including a new fire
station in the northwest corridor that will help us drastically improve our response times in that
area and to our schools which includes a plan to close William Windsor, build an expansion at
Anna McCabe and Raymond LaPerche Elementary Schools including renovations throughout the
existing buildings, and improvements at Old County Road School. At around the same time of
the bond passage, the Town was notified that the State of Rhode Island will be reducing the state
aid used to fund our schools by $1,500,000.00, myself, the Town Manager and my council
colleagues have been meeting with the superintendent and with members of the school
committee to address this gaping reduction in school aid. As a result of this reduction and
potential debt service payments associated with the school and fire station bonds it is incumbent
upon all of our elected officials to scrutinize our municipal finances and make necessary
adjustments to our budget in order to responsibly minimize the impact to our taxpayers.
As result of the school bond passage, a School Building Committee was formed which is made
up of Town and School representatives and residents that is currently working diligently to put
together Requests for Qualifications for Design Services. It is important that our school building
committee evaluate all construction plans associated with the schools to minimize costs. Every
dollar that is saved is one less dollar that our taxpayers have be burdened with. In addition, prior
to expending any significant bond funds on these projects it is imperative that the Town and
School Department work together to develop a long range financial plan as to how our schools
are going address their financial needs in light of the reduction in state aid and new building
maintenance regulations that will require our schools to ultimately set aside 3% of their operating
budget on annual basis for building maintenance.
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•

Residential Developments Under Construction or in Process that have been
approved
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

•

Georgiaville Village Green – 42 Affordable Rental Units
Residents at Stillwater Cove – 32 Condo Units
Dean Estates – 31 Condo Units (9 Affordable Units) Ridge Rd
Cardinal Hill Development – 14 Condo Units (2 LMI Units)
Home 2 Suites – Hilton (Route 7)
Joseph’s Way (Off Woodland) – 5 Single Family Units
Burlingame Estates (Off Cedar Forrest) – 9 Single Family Units
Numerous other small subdivisions are underway.

Commercial Activity in Town
o Benny’s Retail Location – We are working with Carpionato Group to rework the
layout of the facilities to accommodate a mix of retail/restaurant uses.
o Benny’s Warehouse – Currently under contract for purchase, with an intent for a
mixed use conversion.
o Deer Run Estates (Off Clark) – 20 Single Family Units
o Cedar Forrest Estates – 7 Single Family Units
o Douglas Pike Commercial Retail (Old Driving Range)
These are among the projects on the commercial side.

Myself, our Town Manager and members of our police department have met recently with
the management group for the Crossings at Smithfield to address the concerns about the
recent heightened traffic going in and coming out of the plaza. In the short term, the
management group will be paying for police detail every weekend to help alleviate some of
the congestion and wait times folks have experienced. We are also exploring long term
solutions.
•

The Town is working closely with our Economic Development Commission to find ways
to improve our processes for new and existing business in an effort to become a business
friendly community.
o

We have updated our guide to starting a business in Smithfield.

o

Conducted a Lean Review of our business registration, licenses and fees.




We have switched to a single form and reduced numerous steps in the process.
Some additional changes are needed to further streamline the process that will be
coming forward through ordinance amendments.

o

Looking at community-wide events to help showcase local businesses including a
potential Smithfield Restaurant Week and we will shortly hosting small business
forums here in town.
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Other Updates:
•

Historical Preservation: the rich historical heritage that is deeply ingrained in our Town
needs to be preserved. As Council president I am committed to working with my
colleagues on the Town Council and the resident volunteers who dedicate countless hours
to promote and preserve our Town’s historical heritage. It is my goal to have a series of
educational forums relative to the Town’s historical sites and buildings in order to bring
an awareness to the strong cultural heritage that exists within our community. The
commission is to be commended for the recent launch of their Historical plaque program
allowing residents to showcase and honor their historical homes by placing a plaque and
be included in Smithfield’s inventory of more than 400 historic buildings.

•

The town was one of the early implementers of Statewide E-Permitting platform which
has helped to streamline the entire permitting process and drastically reduced permit
issuance wait times.

o The Town had undertaken a Street Lighting initiative to purchase the street lights in
Town and convert them to LEDs. We were actually in the final stages of issuing and
RFP in conjunction with other communities around the state until the settlement was
reached between National Grid and the Town of Johnston removing the Town’s
obligation to pay for street lights on state roadways. We are currently working in
conjunction with five other communities to take action to protect the interest of our
communities and our obligation on state roadways.
o Coming in late spring we will be implementing a customer service survey both online
(webform) and at town hall to help gain feedback and ideas to help better our Town. Give
direct feedback after they have received service in town hall.
o In a collaborative effort between the Asset Management Commission, the Financial
Review Commission and the Town staff we are working toward improving our Capital
Improvements Planning and Budgeting process. This will allow us to develop a more
useable and realistic plan for the future.
o We are still working with the Town of Lincoln and the Town of Cumberland to have a
Tri-Community Animal Control Facility at the current Lincoln Animal Control Facility
by late spring we expect to review and approve an agreement to become part of this
collaborative.
o Dog Park updates- Bryant Board of Trustees at their January meeting approved a
proposal to lease a parcel of land on Farnum Pike for $1 per year for ten years for the dog
park site. Next steps will be for the dog park committee to meet with the council to
present site plans for this site, and then will hold a public hearing in March.
o
Senior Center: There have recently been many external renovations as well as interior
updates including new paint and carpets. We also purchased through capital funds a new
29 passenger bus that will help us increase the number of trips for our seniors.
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o

Greenville Library: received a grant from the Champlin Foundation to fully fund the
expansion of the parking lot which will be finalized this spring into summer and will
allow an exit from the building onto 116. Our East Smithfield Public Library along with
Greenville Library continues to offer high quality teen programs, after school programs
for the youth in our community.

o

Fire Dept. We recently received a 1.9 million dollar Safer Grant from the Federal
Government that will allow us to expand our staffing providing daytime rescue services 7
days per week, reducing overtime and increasing the level of fire services for our
residents.

o

Police Dept. Our k-9 unit continues to keep our community and local communities safe
and also allow use of the community room for local groups and workshops including a
recent self-defense program for women in Smithfield that is ongoing.

o

DPW: A new DPW Director was appointed in July, we are in the process of finalizing a
road repavement plan where we evaluated every single stretch of town road that was
given a rating to assist the town in developing a long range plan as to which roads are
highest priority and what method of repair is best.

o

Recycling: Through the good work of our recycling coordinator, we continue to provide
opportunities to recycle appliances, mattresses and other large items, as well as promote
good recycling practices so that we may continue to keep our tipping fees low. Earth Day
Cleanup in April.

o

The Smithfield Special Events Committee did a great job again this year with the annual
Christmas Parade which keeps getting bigger and better every year. The next event that
they will be running is the 2nd Annual Family Fun Day which is scheduled for April
16th. The committee will also be working on putting together the Town’s next food truck
and concert event.

o

Smithfield Samaritan Program – developing a plan for a program that will recognize an
individual or business that has gone above and beyond good deeds.

I would like to assure everyone in this room that this will continue to be a council that continues
to work collaboratively and collectively in order to achieve what is best for residents of our great
community. We may not always agree, but we owe it to the residents that Smithfield must
continue to be affordable to the many new families and businesses that call Smithfield home and
this can only happen when all elected municipal officials work alongside each other. We need to
collectively think out of the box and create economic opportunities wherever possible so that we
can continue to offer the quality of services that you deserve and continue to make Smithfield the
wonderful community that we all call home.
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Thank Randy and town staff for all their hard work.
VI.

Minutes:

A.

Move that the minutes of the January 22, 2019 Town Council open session meeting
be approved as recorded.

Council member Cavanagh states that she would like the minutes to be amended on Page 2 – VII
A. – two (2) motions. Council member Cavanagh explains that she would like the following
amendment to the minutes. “Motion made by Council member Cavanagh, motion not seconded,
motion fails”, to both votes she made at that Town Council meeting.
Motion is made by Council member Cavanagh, seconded by Council member Cerra, that the
minutes of the January 22, 2019 Town Council open session meeting be approved as recorded
and amended. Motion is approved by a 4/0 vote. Council Vice-President Lawton abstains
because he was not in attendance at that Town Council meeting.
B.

Move that the minutes of the January 22, 2019 Town Council closed session meeting
be approved, as recorded, and sealed.

Motion is made by Council member Cavanagh, seconded by Council member Kilduff, that
the minutes of the January 22, 2019 Town Council closed session meeting be approved, as
recorded, and sealed. Motion is approved by a 4/0 vote. Council Vice-President Lawton
abstains because he was not in attendance at that Town Council meeting.
VII.

Consider, discuss and act upon the following possible appointments and
reappointments:
A.

Asset Management Commission appointment with a term expiring in April
2022.

Motion is made by Council member Kilduff, seconded by Council Vice-President Lawton,
that the Smithfield Town hereby appoints Anthony Branca to the Asset Management
Commission with a term expiring in April of 2022. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0
vote.
VIII.
A.

Public Hearings:
Conduct a Public Hearing to consider the renewal of an Intoxicating Beverage
License, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local
ordinances, and a Certificate of Good Standing from the RI Division of Taxation.
INTOXICATING BEVERAGE LICENSE RENEWALS 2018-2019
CLASS B-VICTUALLER BEVERAGE LICENSE
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1. Tavolo Pizzeria, LLC d/b/a “Biagio’s Pizzeria”, 970 Douglas Pike
Council President Alba opens the Public Hearing.
Town Clerk Aquilante states that this establishment has complied and everything is in order to
approve the renewal of this license.
Council President Alba closes the Public Hearing.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Kilduff,
that the Smithfield Town Council approve the renewal of the following Intoxicating Beverage
License, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances, and a
Certificate of Good Standing from the RI Division of Taxation.
CLASS B-VICTUALLER BEVERAGE LICENSE
1. Tavolo Pizzeria, LLC d/b/a “Biagio’s Pizzeria”, 970 Douglas Pike
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.
B.

Continue a Public Hearing to consider the possible suspension, revocation, or other
sanction regarding the listed Liquor Licenses due to non-renewal or non-compliance
with the conditions of renewal:

1.

Frostbite Cupcakes, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 970 Douglas
Pike, Bldg. C (Failure to obtain a Certificate of Good Standing)

2.

Kenny O’s Ristorante, LLC d/b/a “Kenny O’s Ristorante”, 970 Douglas Pike, Bldg.
A, Unit 1 (Failure to obtain a Certificate of Good Standing)

3.

Rocco’s LLC d/b/a “Rocco’s Pub & Grub”, 55 Douglas Pike, Unit 1 (Failure to
obtain a Certificate of Good Standing)

Council President Alba continues the Public Hearing.
Town Clerk Aquilante explains that Frostbite Cupcakes, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan
Grille”, has complied and will be placed on the February 19, 2019 Town Council agenda for
renewal.
Council President Alba closes the Public Hearing.
Motion is made by Council member Cerra, seconded by Council member Kilduff, that the
Smithfield Town Council suspend the liquor license only for Kenny O’s Ristorante, LLC d/b/a
“Kenny O’s Ristorante” and Rocco’s LLC d/b/a “Rocco’s Pub & Grub”, due to non-compliance
with the conditions of renewal, until the Town Clerk receives a certificate of good standing from
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the Division of Taxation and upon presentation of said certificate, the establishment will be
permitted to serve liquor and be placed on a future Town Council agenda for renewal. Motion is
approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.
C.

Schedule a public hearing on March 5, 2019 to address and finalize comments on
the RIPDES small MS4 Annual Report for Year 15.

Kevin Cleary, Town Engineer, explains that each year a Public Hearing needs to be scheduled
but only takes place in the event that twenty-five (25) or more people express interest or have
comments about the report.
Motion is made Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh,
that the Smithfield Town Council schedule a Public Hearing on March 5, 2019 Town Council
meeting to address and finalize any comments on the RIPDES small MS4 Annual Report for
Year 15. If no public comment is submitted, as outlined above, a Public Hearing will not be
required. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.
IX.

Licenses:

1.

Consider approving the annual renewal of three (3) Weapons Licenses, as listed, as
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances.

1.
2.
3.

Jim Anderson Gun Shop d/b/a “Jim Anderson Gun Shop”, 344 Douglas Pike.
Dick’s Sporting Goods d/b/a “Dick’s Sporting Goods”, 371 Putnam Pike, Suite 300.
Joseph Schiavulli, 60 Greenlake Drive

Motion is made by Council member Kilduff, seconded by Council member Cavanagh, that
the Smithfield Town approve the annual renewal of three (3) Weapons Licenses, as listed, as
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances:
1.
2.
3.

Jim Anderson Gun Shop d/b/a “Jim Anderson Gun Shop”, 344 Douglas Pike.
Dick’s Sporting Goods d/b/a “Dick’s Sporting Goods”, 371 Putnam Pike, Suite 300.
Joseph Schiavulli, 60 Greenlake Drive

Motion is approved by a 4/1 vote. Council President Alba votes nay.
B.

Consider approving the annual renewal of a Private Detective License for Ralph
Howe, 4 Anson Brown Road, Johnston, RI, for his business “Information
Connection Unlimited”, 400D Putnam Pike, Suite 128, Smithfield, RI, as applied,
subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances, and final approval
by the Smithfield Police Chief.
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Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh,
that the Smithfield Town Council approve the annual renewal of a Private Detective License for
Ralph Howe, 4 Anson Brown Road, Johnston, RI, for his business “Information Connection
Unlimited”, 400D Putnam Pike, Suite 128, Smithfield, RI, as applied, subject to compliance with
all State regulations, local ordinances, and final approval by the Smithfield Police Chief.
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.
X.

Old Business: None

XI.

New Business:

A.

Consider, discuss, and act upon authorizing a Request for Qualifications for Sewer
Authority sewer plan review, inspection and on-call engineering services.

Town Engineer Cleary explains that the Sewer Authority is seeking an RFP for consulting
services for the Smithfield Sewer Authority. Town Engineer Cleary further explains that the
current consultant contract expires in May, 2019 and can no longer be authorized for contract
extension.
Motion is made by Council member Kilduff, seconded by Council member Cerra, that the
Smithfield Town Council hereby authorizes the advertisement of a Request for Qualifications for
“Sewer Authority Plan Review, Inspection & On-Call Engineering Services.” Motion is
approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.
B.

Consider, discuss, and act upon approving tax abatements in the amount of
$6,497.54.

Town Manager Rossi explains that the abatements in the amount of $6,497.54 are as a result of
appeals on real estate, personal property, and motor vehicle taxes. Town Manager Rossi further
explains that the real estate abatement is a piece of property that was evaluated based on an aerial
assessment. Town Manager Rossi states that the Tax Assessor met with the property owner and
attorney to conduct an onsite walking tour of the property in order to get a proper assessment.
Motion is made by Council Vice-President Lawton, seconded by Council member Cavanagh,
that the Smithfield Town Council approve the tax abatements in the amount of $6,497.54.
Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.
XII.

Public Comment

Paul Aiello, Town resident, would like to bring to the Town Council members attention that in the
Smithfield High School’s art and music classrooms, as well as the athletic department, there is
talk about cutting the budget, and the Town Council is to blame. Mr. Aiello feels that this is not
appropriate behavior on behalf of the School Department by using scare tactics as was done for
school bond issue during the November election. Mr. Aiello feels that the promise for new
athletic fields should not be funded by the bond issue, funding should have been set aside in a
capital improvement fund for these unforeseen expenses. Mr. Aiello also states that the School
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Department spends money excessively and does not know how the Town Manager will develop a
budget based on their spending. Mr. Aiello explains that the Economic Development
Commission should be initiating more businesses coming into the Town in order to offset
the expenses of the Town.
Town Manager Rossi states that he will be working with the Economic Development Commission
and Commerce Corporation to market the Town of Smithfield for future development.
Gloria Nerney, Town resident asks the Town Council members to place the reappointment of
Robert Leach to the Historical Preservation Commission on the agenda, because the vote did not
get seconded. Ms. Nerney explains that historic renovation takes time and a yard can get messy.
Ms. Nerney further explains that historic renovation is the restructuring of a building not
renovation. Ms. Nerney states that Mr. Leach has done a wonderful job throughout the Town and
the State with historical preservation. Ms. Nerney hopes that this item is placed on the next Town
Council meeting to re-appoint Mr. Leach.
XIII.

Announce any closed session votes required to be disclosed pursuant to RI General
Laws, Sec. 42-46-4.

Council President Alba explains that there were no votes taken in Closed Session.
XIV. Adjournment.
Motion is made by Council member Kilduff, seconded by Council member Cerra, to adjourn
the meeting. Motion is approved by a unanimous 5/0 vote.

Meeting adjourns at 7:50 P.M.

Town Clerk

PLEASE SEE CLOSED SESSION
MINUTES ENVELOPE

Memorandum
DATE:

February 13, 2019

TO:

Smithfield Town Council

FROM:

Carol Banville – License Coordinator

SUBJECT:

Annual Renewal of Intoxicating Beverage Licenses for the February 19th Town
Council Meeting

BACKGROUND:
There is one more business that has submitted completed paperwork, but has not yet received their
Certificate of Good Standing.

TOWN REVENUE:
The cost to renew a Class B-Victualler Beverage License is $600.00.

APPROVAL STATUS:
All paperwork is complete for renewal by the Town Council.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the renewal of the following two (2) Intoxicating
Beverage Licenses, as listed, as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations, local ordinances,
and a Certificate of Good Standing from the RI Division of Taxation.
CLASS B-VICTUALLER BEVERAGE LICENSE:
1. Frostbite Cupcakes, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 970 Douglas Pike, Bldg. C
2. Rocco’s, LLC d/b/a “Rocco’s Pub & Grub”, 55 Douglas Pike, Unit 101

Memorandum
DATE:

February 13, 2019

TO:

Smithfield Town Council

FROM:

Carol Banville – License Coordinator

SUBJECT:

Annual renewal of an Entertainment License for the February 19th Town Council
Meeting

BACKGROUND:
The business listed below has filed their application for approval.
TOWN REVENUE:
The cost to renew an Entertainment License is $50.00
APPROVAL STATUS:
All paperwork is complete for renewal by the Town Council
RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the renewal of one (1) Entertainment License,
as applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances.
1. Frostbite Cupcakes, LLC d/b/a “Tavolo Wine Bar & Tuscan Grille”, 970 Douglas Pike,
Bldg. C

Memorandum
DATE:

February 13, 2019

TO:

Smithfield Town Council

FROM:

Carol Banville – License Coordinator

SUBJECT:

Bingo License renewals for the February 19th Town Council Meeting

BACKGROUND:
The Anna McCabe School PTO, Georgiaville Tenants Association, Smithfield Senior Center and
St. Philip Church have submitted their applications for the renewal of their Bingo Licenses.

TOWN REVENUE:
The fee for the renewal of Bingo Licenses for Anna McCabe School PTO, Georgiaville Tenants
Association, Smithfield Senior Center, and St. Philip Church has been customarily waived.
APPROVAL STATUS:
All paperwork is complete for Town Council approval.
RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Move that the Smithfield Town Council approve the annual renewal of Bingo Licenses for the
Anna McCabe School PTO, located at 100 Pleasant View Avenue, Georgiaville Tenants
Association, located at 20 Higgins Lane, Apt. 102, Smithfield Senior Center, located at 1
William J. Hawkins, Jr. Trail and St. Philip Church, located at 622 Putnam Pike, as listed, as
applied, subject to compliance with all State regulations and local ordinances. Fees waived.

TOWN OF SMITHFIELD
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE

DREW MANLOVE, RICA, MAA – ASSESSOR
64 FARNUM PIKE, SMITHFIELD, RI 02917
PHONE (401)233-1014 · FAX (401)232-7244

MEMO

– AGENDA ITEM COVER SHEET

Date:

February 19, 2019

To:

Smithfield Town Council

From:

Drew Manlove, Assessor

Re:

Tax Abatements

BACKGROUND:

Abatements are granted as a result of appeals on real estate, personal property, and motor vehicle
taxes. Abatements may also be requested by the tax collector for uncollectible taxes.
FINANCIAL IMPACT:

Total abatements for this period = $ 2,117.10
ATTACHMENTS:

Abatement Transaction Report
RI General Law Title 44-7-14
MOTION:

Moved that the Smithfield Town Council approve the tax abatements in the amount of $ 2,117.10

Abatements for the time period of February 19, 2019

To the Honorable Smithfield Town Council:
I hereby recommend that you cancel (abate) the taxes so described below.
Real Estate Abatements
ACCT #

NAME

REASON

PLAT/LOT

PRIOR ASSESSMENT

REVISED ASSESSMENT

20-1183-90

Tr Agrmt of Michael A Domenicone

wrong acct number

44/05B/322

$89,900.00

$89900 to 08-1628-50

Subtotal

ABATEMENT

$1,578.64

23-1284-00
684911

NAME
PRIOR ASSESSMENT
Woodward Heather L
$9,614.00

REASON
REVISED ASSESSMENT
Registered in Florida
$0.00

02-0492-05

Barrette Stephen F

50% handicapp not applied

PM226

$2,953.00

$1,481.50

11-0825-00

Knight Marilyn J

Vet exemption not applied

MK108

$2,716.00

$0.00

Subtotal

$1,578.64
ABATEMENT

$374.95

$57.59

$105.92

$538.46

Tangible Property Abatements
ACCT #

NAME

REASON

PRIOR ASSESSMENT

REVISED ASSESSMENT

Subtotal
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Y-$1578.64
08-1628-50

Motor Vehicle (Excise Tax) Abatements
ACCT #
Vehicle Reg

Was a
supplemental
bill issued?

ABATEMENT

$0.00

TOTAL ABATEMENTS

$2,117.10

Report presented by Town Assessor:

At a Town Council meeting held on the _________ day of ______________________, the above tax was
cancelled by a vote of the Smithfield Town Council.
Attested by the Town Council Clerk:
Council Record Book Number:__________ Page Number:__________
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