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Task Force Members




Voting Members


Michael Lawton, Councilman



Robert Seltzer, Fire Chief



Keith Sullivan, Deputy Chief, Central Falls FD, Out-of-Town Chief



Ken Brown, Captain, Smithfield Police Department



Tom Robitaille, Taxpayer Representative



Donald Gliottone, Lieutenant, Smithfield FD, IAFF Local 2050 Representative



Drew Manlove, Tax Assessor

Non-Voting Members


Randy Rossi, Town Manager


Donna Corrao, Recording Secretary

The Task Force meets the second Thursday of each month
5:00 pm, at Town Hall (1st Meeting was May, 2016)

Purpose of the Task Force
1.

Review the Analysis of Fire Department Facilities and Operations
report as submitted by Kramer & Associates Group

2.

Review the Public Protection Classification (PPC) survey as
completed by the Insurance Services Office (ISO)

3.

Investigate recommendations and shortfalls identified in the
Kramer report and ISO report

4.

Make final recommendations to the Town Council for consideration

After accepting the report
submitted by
Kramer & Associates Group,
the Town Council appointed a
Fire Department Study
Implementation
Task Force

Accomplishments


The Task Force as a group reviewed the Kramer Report.



The Task Force as a group reviewed the ISO Report.



The Task Force identified the relevant sections of the Kramer
Report that needed thorough review and final recommendations.



One issue identified in the review was the need for a Fire Station
to be located in the northeast quadrant of town. All Task Force
members are in support of recommending such.



The Task Force as a group attended a tour of the three Smithfield
Fire Stations, Putnam Pike, Log Road and Farnum Pike.

Accomplishments
(continued)



The Task Force inquired with land owners in the area of Route 7 &
Route 116 to establish availability and cost for such in that area.



The Town Manager and Fire Chief contacted the State of Rhode
Island regarding available State properties in the area.



The Task Force reviewed financing possibilities.

Work Conducted by the Task Force


Recommendation of property for site of new fire station.



Complete conceptual design of new fire station.



Final recommendation for location of Headquarters Offices.



Final recommendation of upgrade projects to the existing fire stations.



Recommendation for staffing configuration of fire stations.



Develop a financial plan to support the Task Force recommendations.

Supporting Facts
Response Time Standards – Fire Related



Research shows that 30 years ago, you had about 17 minutes to
escape a house fire.
Today it's down to three or four minutes. The reason: Newer
homes and the furniture inside them actually burn faster. A lot
faster.

Supporting Facts
Surviving a fire in your home or business!


Fire is FAST! In less than 30 seconds a small flame can turn into a major fire. It
only takes minutes for thick black smoke to fill a house or for it to be engulfed
in flames.



Fire is HOT! Heat is more threatening than flames. Room temperatures in a fire
can be 100 degrees at floor level and rise to 600 degrees at eye level.
Inhaling this super-hot air will scorch your lungs and melt clothes to your skin.



Fire is DARK! Fire starts bright, but quickly produces black smoke and
complete darkness.



Fire is DEADLY! Smoke and toxic gases kill more people than flames do. Fire
produces poisonous gases that make you disoriented and drowsy.
Asphyxiation is the leading cause of fire deaths, exceeding burns by a threeto-one ratio.

Supporting Facts
Response Time Standards – Emergency Medical Services Related
NFPA 1710
• “Standard for the organization and deployment
of fire suppression operations, emergency
medical operations, and special operations to
the Public by career fire departments” 2010
• First Responder – 4 minutes / 90%
• ALS – 8 minutes / 90%

Why is time so critical?
How long after your heart stops do you get brain damage?
For this, a general rule of thumb is that brain cells begin to die after
approximately 4-6 minutes of no blood-flow. After around 10
minutes, those cells will cease functioning, and be effectively dead.

“There is nothing more important than life itself. If one
looses their life, nothing else matters!”
Chief Robert W. Seltzer



Response times in areas of Smithfield currently
served by a fire station are 4 to 6 minutes.



Response times in areas of Smithfield currently
NOT served by a fire station are 8 to 14 minutes.



The new fire station brings the 8 to 14 minute
response times down to 4 to 6 minutes.

Supporting Facts
Response Time Achievable Improvements

The ability to improve response times in the north end of town.
 The following table indicates response locations in the north-end of town.
 The “CURRENT RESPONSE” column indicates the response time based
upon the currently located nearest fire station to the incident.
 The “PREDICTED RESPONSE” column indicates the response time based
upon a new fire station located in the north-end of town in the vicinity of
Route 116 and Route 7.

Location Number

LOCATION

CURRENT RESPONSE

PREDICTED RESPONSE

1

Bryant Townhouse N

11 minutes

4 minutes

2

Heritage Hills Nursing Home

11 minutes

5.5 minutes

3

970 Douglas Pike

6 minutes

1 minute

4

Navigant Credit Union

5 minutes

0.5 minute

5

50 John Mowry Road

8 minutes

3 minutes

6

Douglas Plaza Apartments

5 minutes

3.5 minutes

7

Twin River Nursery

8 minutes

4 minutes

8

Fidelity – 500 Salem St.

9 minutes

3.5 minutes

9

217 John Mowry Road

7.5 minutes

4 minutes

10

Route 295 Exit 8A

12 minutes

3 minutes

11

Subway – Douglas Pike

6 minutes

3.5 minutes

12

RI Aviation – Jenckes Hill Rd.

14 minutes

5.5 minutes

13

82 Limerock Road

7 minutes

4 minutes

14

Ocean State Baptist Church

8.5 minutes

2.5 minutes

15

Stork’s Nest – GW Highway

10 minutes

2.0 minutes

16

CVS Call Center

6 minutes

1 minute

17

Alpine Motel

7 minutes

3 minutes

18

Holiday Inn Express

11 minutes

2 minutes

19

Douglas Pike & Twin River Road

6 minutes

3.5 minutes

20

Colonial Toyota

9 minutes

3 minutes

21

FGX International

10 minutes

3 minutes

22

Generations Adult Daycare

12 minutes

5.5 minutes

23

280 George Washington Highway

8 minutes

2 minutes

24

North Central Airport

12 minutes

5.5 minutes

Chart shows time in minutes (Vertical) versus the 24 locations
(Horizontal) numbered in the preceding table.

Grid of coverage by new fire station.

Insurance Services Office (ISO)

PPC = Public Protection Classification

ISO

The 4X classification is due to a lack of water supply
in some of the rural areas of town and is considered
in calculating insurance rates in the rural areas.
However, the 4 classification effects all parts of town and the
recommendations coming from the Task Force, such as the new fire
station, will improve the PPC classification. Result, the improvement in
PPC will result in insurance savings throughout Smithfield.

Correspondence from ISO

ISO Public Protection Classification
(PPC) Long Term


The PPC rating for the Town of Smithfield is currently a 4.
Moving forward with the new fire station will put the
Town into a comfortable PPC rating of 3. It is the intent of
the fire department to continue other improvements to
their operation to achieve a PPC rating of 2, which is an
achievable goal.

Task Force Recommendations to the Town Council



The Task Force recommends that the Town of Smithfield
purchase the 2.8 acre parcel on the southwest corner
of the Route 116/Route 7 intersection to locate a new
fire station. The parcel is owned by the Rhode Island
Department of Transportation.



The Task Force recommends that the headquarters
offices should be located at the Log Road fire station as
it is centrally located in town.

Task Force Recommendations to the Town Council
(continued)


All three existing fire stations have common
deficiencies. They include crew quarters that do not
comply with current building codes; no separate
provisions for female firefighters; non-compliant with
federal and state ADA requirements; and building and
fire code upgrades. The Task Force recommends that
these deficiencies be addressed in all three existing
fire stations through appropriate renovations.

Task Force Recommendations to the Town Council
(continued)


The Task Force recommends that the fire chief, town manager and
the town council consider the possible staffing options and
develop a plan that fits the need for the entire town population.



The Task Force recommends that the financial plan outlined
by the Finance Review Commission be considered for
purposes of funding the fire station projects.



The Task Force recommends that a marketing pamphlet be
designed that outlines the benefits of the project.

Mission Statement
“To Help People.”

Vision Statement
“We will be the most effective and proactive
emergency service and disaster mitigation
organization to make Smithfield the safest
community to live, work and play.”

Everyone in the Town of Smithfield
deserves the same level of
Emergency Services regardless of
where you live or where your
business is located!

It is the responsibility of the Fire Chief and the
Fire Department Staff to provide an equivalent
level of fire services and emergency medical
services throughout the entire town.
However, to do such, appropriate resources, in
particular adequate fire station coverage, must
be in place to assure the same level of services
can be accomplished.

New Fire Station Bond
ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, BUILDING, FURNISHING AND
EQUIPPING OF A NEW FIRE STATION IN THE TOWN
NOT EXCEEDING $4,500,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES
(Act 109 & Act 144 – Local Acts 2018)
“Shall an Act, passed at the 2018 session of the General Assembly
authorizing the Town of Smithfield to issue not to exceed $4,500,000 In
General Obligation Bonds, Notes and other Evidence Of Indebtedness
to Finance the Acquisition, Construction, Building, Furnishing and
Equipping of a New Fire Station in the Town, be approved?”

Maximum Financial Impact on Real Estate Taxes for Fire Station Bond Cost
Projected Real Estate Tax Increase
(increase in tax rate per $1,000)

Increase to average
single family house
($280,000 assessed value)

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2020

$0.05

$14.00

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2021

$0.17

$47.60

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022

---

0

Other Expenses Related to a
New Fire Station


Fire Apparatus: we have a rescue and a ladder/pumper to
put in the station.



Staffing: Adding 5 new employees to the current staff will allow
staffing of the new fire station on a 24/7 basis
 Ladder/Pumper

1 will be staffed.

 The

additional 5 employees to be added over a three year
period.



No additional expenses required.

Alternative Fire Station Locations




The Town of Smithfield will request proposals for existing property with a
suitable building to renovate to a fire station.


It may be more cost effective to buy a property with an existing building
that can be converted to a fire station.



It may be as cost effective to buy a graded property with a building and
knock the building down to construct a new building.



We would be looking at property that is within 1/2 mile of the Route 7Route 116 intersection.

The Town will seek to choose the most cost effective and efficient plan,
whether it be vacant land or an existing structure.

Approval of the new fire station bond will do the following:
 Improve response times throughout town, especially in the north end.
 Improve insurance underwriter’s Public Protection Classification (PPC) rating
also know as the Insurance Services Office (ISO) rating. This results in
savings in homeowners/ business insurance rates.
 Improve public safety infrastructure which provides a safer community
for all of us.

 Improve public safety infrastructure which
provides a safer community for all of us.


While Greenville and Esmond/Georgiaville apparatus are answering alarms in
the north-end of town, those areas are no longer protected.



If an incident occurs in Greenville or Esmond while trucks are well north on
route 116, then it takes 12 minutes to get back to the south end of town. The
response time issue now flips to the south-end of town.



By adding the new fire station, south-end apparatus will not have to cover
the north-end because apparatus will already be in place to respond.



The new fire station allows fire & rescue resources to be located throughout
town in such a way that all parts of town maintain appropriate response times
and appropriate available resources.

The new fire station will fill the gap
in fire & emergency medical
services in the Town of Smithfield.
This investment will provide
appropriate public safety
infrastructure for years to come.

Questions????

www.smithfieldfire.com

